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Spirit of Amsterdam (left)
Imagined by Dutch designer 
Marcel Wanders, Andaz 
Amsterdam hotel is slated to open 
in mid-November. A former public 
library on Prinsengracht, the hotel 
offers 122 rooms with fantastical 
interiors, including nautical motifs, 
video installations and custom 
furniture. Wanders infuses the ‘60s 
landmark with historic elements 
from 17th-century Holland. “I want 
people to bathe in the universe of 
Amsterdam,” Wanders says.
Visit www.andaz.hyatt.com
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Time to
design
Catch up on 
the latest to 
come out of 
South Africa, 
Holland, 
France and 
more

Piano in a table (above)
Originally founded as a piano 
manufacturing facility (back in 
1807), Pleyel recently decided 
to start commissioning leading 
designers to produce fine 
furniture. Enter Denis Montel, 
head of interior design firm 
RDAI, which has been designing 
Hermès’ boutiques. For Pleyel, 
Montel created two series of 
tables, Surface and Volume, 
using only birch plywood, the 
wood used to craft pianos belts.
Visit mobilier.pleyel.fr/fr/
designers/denis-montel,10

Sit on a stool (left)
New Italian design brand 
Discipline was launched in Milan 
with a clear motto: functionality, 
respect and sustainability. As 
such, natural materials (wood, 
cork, bamboo, glass, copper) 
provide the preferred base for 
the brand’s sleek designs. Most 
recently, Discipline unveiled a 
copper stool, cleverly designed 
by Max Lamb.
Visit www.discipline.eu
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So many books (right)
French designer Noé 
Duchaufour-Lawrance based 
his latest design – a bookcase 
for English brand Meta – on the 
spiralling shape of an ammonite 
fossil. Meta was looking for a 
piece of furniture that would 
accommodate varying sizes and 
styles of books and objects in 
harmony, so they commissioned 
Duchaufour-Lawrance to design 
a spatial object that appears very 
light despite its actual weight. 
Visit madebymeta.com 

Contemporary manor (left)
Revamped by South African 
architect Stefan Antoni, the 
Alphen Hotel, located in an 18th-
century manor house, brings 
boutique flair to Constantia, a 
Cape Town suburb famous for 
its scenic wine country. Inside, 
grand classic chandeliers mix 
with Tom Dixon’s Echt copper 
suspensions and old master 
paintings, while red velvet 
armchairs share space with 
graphic carpets and rustic-chic 
wooden communal tables.
Visit www.alphen.co.za 

Practical magic (right)
Last July, the Grand Prize of 
Hyères’ international design 
festival, Design Parade 7, was 
awarded to French-Swiss 
designer Julie Richoz for her 
Bouleau series. A graduate from 
ECAL, Lausanne, Richoz gleaned 
her inspiration from a round, 
industrial, metal clamp, which, 
when translated into wood, 
becomes even more flexible. Her 
waste paper bin and desk tray, 
made out of birch plywood, are 
both intricate and practical.
Visit www.villanoailles-hyeres.
com/design-parade-7




