






Just	down	the	street:	Hermès'	new	residence	in	the	Münzarkaden	on	Munich's	Maximilianstrasse	is	
just	a	few	doors	down	from	their	old	home.	The	building	was	designed	by	Friedrich	Bürklein	
(above).	Sarah	lllenberger	put	her	stamp	on	the	window	displays	(below).	

	

Once	around	the	carré		
At	Hermès	they	take	changes	very	gently.	Yet	after	30	years	a	change	of	address	was	planned	in	
Munich.	Just	as	well	that	the	new	address	was	only	two	blocks	away.	Denis	Montel	was	in	charge	of	
keeping	that	feeling	of	home;	he	leads	us	through	the	new	building.	

Text	Friederike	Weißbach	

“What	an	enormously	strong	and	solid	building!	A	symbol	of	the	city.	Nothing	was	as	important	to	us	
as	retaining	this	energy.	Hermès	is	after	all	a	guest	here."	You	can	tell	that	Denis	Montel	respects	his	
commission,	just	by	looking	at	him.	The	quiet	Parisian	architect	in	the	black	trainers	who	lives	rather	
minimalist	with	"only	one	table	and	six	chairs"	at	home,	is	in	charge	of	all	Hermès'	stores.	And	
designing	the	new,	640	square	meter	boutique	in	Munich's	Münzarkaden	arcade	is	his	latest	project.	
A	routine	job	one	might	think,	after	all	he	has	realised	over	400	such	stores	for	Hermès	to	date.	But,	
"No	one	is	like	any	other!"	

And	even	if,	as	a	true	architect,	Montel	would	prefer	to	plan	the	whole	building,	he	finds	it	"equally	
exciting	to	work	in	a	building	carrying	so	much	history."	There	are	few	places	in	which	so	much	of	a	
city	is	represented	as	in	the	prestigious	building	on	Maximilianstrasse,	built	by	Friedrich	Bürklein	in	
1857-63.	This	context	plays	an	important	role	for	Montel	in	the	design	of	the	interior.	The	materials	
and	the	finely	balanced	honey	tones	are	designed	to	echo	the	colours	of	the	building.	

In	the	"most	northerly	city	of	Italy"	Montel	designed	an	elliptical	staircase	for	the	Munich	store	in	
almost	seamless	terrazzo.	He	is	rightly	proud	of	this	masterpiece	which	was	developed	in	Italy	with	
crystal	inlays	from	the	house	of	St.	Louis.	"It	is	a	central	part	of	our	scenography	and	is	intended	to	
tempt	the	visitor	up	to	the	fashion	and	down	to	the	furniture	and	saddles."	

As	they	walk	the	staircase,	customers	touch	the	perfectly	worked	leather	of	the	handrail.	Naturally	
upholstered	by	hand	by	an	artisan	de	la	maison!	Everything	comes	down	to	details	like	these,	from	
the	gracious	sweep	of	the	table	legs	to	the	ochre	of	the	bricks.	For	each	floor,	bare	brick	walls	had	to	
be	reconstructed	in	colours	to	match	with	the	facade	and	the	timber	work,	explains	Montel.		

After	all,	perfection	has	always	been	a	leitmotif	of	the	house.	Yet	there	seem	to	be	cultural	
differences	here,	too.	For	example,	Hermès	general	managing	director	Axel	Dumas	was	genuinely	
impressed	about	the	meticulousness	which	Montel	dedicated	to	the	Munich	store.	"He	said	to	me,	
Denis,	it	is	simply	too	perfect,	you	should	have	been	more	easy-going	about	one	of	the	details!"	
Montel	laughs.	"I	told	him,	we	are	in	Germany,	the	Germans	like	perfection!	It	was	a	compliment	for	
me,	actually."	You	can	see	it	in	the	twinkle	in	his	eye,	cheap	showmanship	is	not	Montel's	thing,	and	
fixed	rules	most	certainly	not.	True	to	the	style	of	Hermès,	and	inspired	by	the	city	and	the	building,	
he	has	created	a	store	that	is	new	and	at	the	same	time	familiar.	One	in	which	even	someone	like	
him	–	"I	can	never	make	the	decision	to	buy	what	I	like,	and	in	the	end	it's	gone!"		–	can	find	the	
leisure	to	buy.	

	



Please	step	in	(l.		page):	From	the	entrance,	one's	gaze	falls	on	the	imposing	terrazzo	staircase	and	
a	room	divider	with	the	iconic	scarves.	Right	page:	Lacquered	box	from	the	Hermès	Home	
Collection	(left),	Denis	Montel	(centre)	and	the	woven	silk	"Clic	Clac	Quadrille"	(rt.)	

	

At	the	foot	of	the	stairs:	The	basement	floor	of	the	boutique	houses	the	Home	Collection	and	
Equine	Accessories	(l.	page,	bottom).	Mix	and	match!	The	colours	and	shapes	of	the	porcelain	"Tie	
Set"	(rt.)	by	Philippe	Mouquet	can	be	combined	in	a	playful	way.	The	collection	comprises	twenty	
micro-designs.	
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